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22 May 2020 
 

Planned re-opening of school for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Schools closed to the majority of children on Friday 20 March, and we are extremely proud of how our 
community have supported school and your child’s education from home during this time. 
 
School will begin a phased re-opening from 1 June, if the government think it is safe to do so.  This 
will initially focus on F2, Y1 and Y6 students. Alongside these year groups, children with EHCP’s, 
children of keyworkers who have been accessing provision through the closure and identified 
vulnerable children will also have access to school. 
 
As a trust, we aim to implement the government’s strategy to the best of our ability whist adapting it to 
meet the needs of the school community. The safety of our pupils, parents and staff is paramount at 
this time. Whilst we understand that many of you will have concerns about the return to school, we will 
continue to follow both government and scientific advice and guidance when making decisions. The 
Government guidance says there must be a maximum class size of 15 children. 
 
We are aware that you will have many questions about the return to school, and we felt that the most 
effective way to get this information to you would be in a presentation. This will be sent to you via text 
message shortly. This should answer most of your questions, however, as always please feel free to 
contact me to discuss any worries or concerns you may have. 
 
Preparation 
School is closed during half term (25/05/20-29/05/20) for a deep clean. Any children of keyworks or 
children with an EHCP that require provision during this week, please contact us so we can signpost 
you to the nearest available school. 
 
Over the past 2 weeks, we have consulted with the CEO of the Trust, Governors and other stake 
holders to ensure our plans are thorough and safe. We have completed a full risk assessment and if 
any parents would like to discuss this further we are happy to share our plans with you. I would like to 
reassure parents that school will be a secure place for your child, however, it will look very different to 
when the children left in March. 
 
Monday 1 June - INSET 
We need to ensure that all staff have full confidence and understanding of our plans for the upcoming 
weeks, therefore, we will be having an INSET on Monday 1 June to ensure all classrooms and the 
school environment has been adapted to meet current guidelines. 
 
Tuesday 2 June – Collection and drop off  
Foundation children to start 9am and collected at 2pm 
Year 1 children to start at 9:30am and collected at 2:30pm 
Year 6 children to start at 10am and collected at 3:00pm 
 
Every Friday 
School will close earlier on a Friday to ensure staff can get planned and ready for the coming week, it 
will also ensure that the school can have a deep clean. 
Foundation children start at 8:30am and collected at 12noon 
Year 1 children start at 9am and collected at 12:15 
Year 6 children start 9:30am and collected at 12:30 



 
Whilst children are in school, they are not allowed to bring any items from home. They will be allowed 
to bring a coat, which will be kept on the back of their chair. No water bottles, bags, stationery or 
lunch boxes will be allowed. Children will need to have either a hot lunch or sandwich provided from 
school. Children in Year 6 that usually pay for their lunch will be provided with a free meal for the first 
week, and this will be reviewed weekly. 
 
To ensure social distance guidelines are being met, all children MUST be accompanied by only 1 
adult for drop off and collection. We understand that this is a significant change for our Y6 children, 
however, we need to safeguard the children and wider community and ensure that all children are 
returning home and don’t have any temptations to go to one another’s houses after the school day. 
We also need to ensure that parents/carers are on time, we do not want parents being late as this will 
cause unnecessary disruption. Finally, the drop off and collection of children will look entirely different 
during these times, we have a short clip in the presentation where I talk through how this will look for 
parents, carers and children. 
 
As a school, we reserve the right to ask any family that we know are not socially distancing to not 
attend school; they will be issued a letter requesting that they remain home for a further 14 days 
before being able to attend school again. We feel this is very important to keep our children and 
community safe at this time.  
 
I know many of you will have concerns about whether it is possible for your child to return safely, 
without being put at risk and I want to reassure you that I understand your anxieties. We will always 
try to ensure that social distancing is maintained where possible, however, I would be foolish to 
expect that children, especially in the younger year groups may not always adhere to this.   
 
For children that are not back in school yet, the home learning portal will still be available for children 
to access and carry on learning at home. Staff will upload the work on a weekly basis, as they will 
now have other commitments whilst they are back in school teaching each day.  
 
The government has stated that parents will NOT be fined for non-attendance of their children during 
the phased return and school will not be held to account. School is very keen for all eligible children to 
return to school as soon as possible, to make sure that they get the very best education available. 
There will be no pressure on parents if you do not feel comfortable at this time, however, there will be 
a point where the government are not as relaxed about attendance and we want to make sure you 
and your children are happy. 
 
We will work with any families that have concerns about their children returning to this unknown 
environment, and we will do all that we can to make you feel safe and comfortable in sending your 
children back. Having 2 young children myself, and knowing the measures we have put in place to 
minimise the risk to children, I would feel confident sending my children back to school.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Ian Tankard 
Head teacher 


