
 
Coleridge Primary School Progression of language in Music  

 
 

The tables below describe the progression of vocabulary needed for each year group. Some year groups have 
subject specific vocabulary linked to the music of which they are studying. The dimensions of music listed below 
appear and develop throughout Key Stage One and Two. The dimensions are highlighted in yellow as they are 

important elements of the curriculum. The vocabulary in red is new vocabulary for the year group and will not have 
been taught previously.  

 
 

The Interrelated Dimensions of Music (Dimensions) 
 

These are the foundations of the music curriculum and should be taught and embedded throughout Key Stage 
One and Two. Each year, teachers should ensure that children understand previously taught musical vocabulary to 

ensure they are embedded.  

 
● Pulse – the regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat.  
● Rhythm – long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse.  
● Pitch – high and low sounds.  
● Tempo – the speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between.  
● Dynamics – how loud or quiet the music is.  
● Timbre – all instruments, including voices, have a certain sound quality e.g. the trumpet has a very different sound quality 
to the violin.  
● Texture – layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  
● Structure – every piece of music has a structure e.g. an introduction, verse and chorus ending.  
● Notation – the link between sound and symbol.   



 Word   Definition  

Year 
One 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

pulse  The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm  Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

  pitch  High and low sounds.  

rap  Rhyming speech to a rhythm in hip hop culture. 

improvise  A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

compose  Write and compose own music.  

melody A group of notes of various pitches (how high or low a note sounds) which are played one after another. Together 
they make a tune in the same way that a group of words make a sentence. 

bass guitar The guitar with six strings that has the lowest pitch. 

drums  A percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands 

perform Present to an audience. 

singers A person who sings. 

keyboard  A set of keys on a piano or similar instrument,  

percussion  Musical instruments played by striking with the hand, stick or beater.  

trumpets  A brass musical instrument with a flared bell and a bright tone and with three valves.   

saxophones  A metal wind instrument with a reed like a clarinet.  

Blues  Melancholic music from black American origin became popular towards end of 19 th century  

Baroque  A period or style of Western art music composed from 1600 to 1750.  

Latin 
 

 Music featuring Spanish vocals.  

Irish Folk  Traditional Irish music  

Funk  A mixture of jazz, rhythm and blues originating from black American communities in mis 1960s  

groove  A pronounced, enjoyable rhythm  

audience  A group of spectators or listeners  

Imagination   Creating new ideas  



 

 Word  Definition  

Year 
Two 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

pulse  The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm  Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

  pitch  High and low sounds.  

improvise  A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

compose  Write and compose own music.  

melody A group of notes of various pitches (how high or low a note sounds) which are played one after another. Together 
they make a tune in the same way that a group of words make a sentence. 

bass guitar The guitar with six strings that has the lowest pitch. 

drums  A percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands 

perform Present to an audience. 

keyboard  A set of keys on a piano or similar instrument,  

trumpets  A brass musical instrument with a flared bell and a bright tone and with three valves.   

saxophones  A metal wind instrument with a reed like a clarinet.  

audience  A group of spectators or listeners. 

dynamics   How loud or quiet the music is. 

tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between. 

Reggae A music that originated in Jamaica in the late 1960s  

Glockenspiel   A musical percussion instrument having a set of tuned metal pieces in a frame structure with beaters 

   bass   Lowest singing voice  

 electric guitar  A guitar which converts string vibrations into electrical signals for amplification  



 

 Word   Definition  

Year 
Thre
e 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

pulse  The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm  Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

 pitch  High and low sounds.  

dynamics   How loud or quiet the music is. 

tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between. 

improvise  A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

compose  Write and compose own music.  

melody A group of notes of various pitches (how high or low a note sounds) which are played one after another. Together 
they make a tune in the same way that a group of words make a sentence. 

drums  A percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands 

Reggae A music that originated in Jamaica in the late 1960s  

keyboard  A set of keys on a piano or similar instrument 

   bass   Lowest singing voice  

 electric guitar  A guitar which converts string vibrations into electrical signals for amplification  

structure  Every piece of music has a structure e.g an introduction, verse and chorus and endings  

 texture   Layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  

Intro/Introduction   Opens and begins piece of music   

Verse  A repeated section of a song that often contains new lyrics on each repetition  

Chorus  
 

 A part of the song which is repeated after the verse   

synthesizer   A musical instrument that has a keyboard like a piano but can make the noise of any instrument.  

hook   a musical idea, often a short riff, passage, or phrase, that is used in popular music to make a song 
appealing and to "catch the ear of the listener" 

organ  A large musical instrument having rows of pipes supplied with air from bellows (now usually electrically 
powered), and played using a keyboard or by an automatic mechanism. The pipes are generally 
arranged in ranks of a particular type, each controlled by a stop, and often into larger sets linked to 
separate keyboards. 



guitar  A stringed instrument with 6 or 12 strings – played by plucking or strumming with fingers or a plectrum.  

 
 
 
 

backing vocals Backing vocalists or backup singers are singers who provide vocal harmony with the lead vocalist. 

riff  A short repeated phrase in popular music and jazz, typically used as an introduction or refrain in a 
song. 

Pentatonic scale   A pentatonic scale is a musical scale with five notes per octave 

Disco   pop music intended mainly for dancing to at discos, typically soul-influenced and melodic with a 
regular bass beat and popular particularly in the late 1970s. 

 
 
 
 

 Word   Definition  

Year 
Four  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

pulse  The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm  Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

 pitch  High and low sounds.  

dynamics   How loud or quiet the music is. 

tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between. 

structure  Every piece of music has a structure e.g an introduction, verse and chorus and endings  

 texture   Layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  

improvise  A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

compose  Write and compose own music.  

melody A group of notes of various pitches (how high or low a note sounds) which are played one after another. Together 
they make a tune in the same way that a group of words make a sentence. 

drums  A percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands 

keyboard  A set of keys on a piano or similar instrument 

bass   Lowest singing voice or beat  

 electric guitar  A guitar which converts string vibrations into electrical signals for amplification  

  



synthesizer   A musical instrument that has a keyboard like a piano but can make the noise of any instrument.  

hook   a musical idea, often a short riff, passage, or phrase, that is used in popular music to make a song 
appealing and to "catch the ear of the listener" 

organ  A large musical instrument having rows of pipes supplied with air from bellows (now usually electrically 
powered), and played using a keyboard or by an automatic mechanism. The pipes are generally 
arranged in ranks of a particular type, each controlled by a stop, and often into larger sets linked to 
separate keyboards. 

 backing vocals Backing vocalists or backup singers are singers who provide vocal harmony with the lead vocalist. 

 riff  A short repeated phrase in popular music and jazz, typically used as an introduction or refrain in a 
song. 

Pentatonic scale   A pentatonic scale is a musical scale with five notes per octave 

percussion  Musical instruments played by striking with the hand, stick or beater.  

notation   Visual record of musical sound – in notes. The link between sound and symbol.  

 solo   A person singing alone  

unison   unison is two or more musical parts sounding the same pitch 

musical style   A way of expressing something that is a characteristic of a particular person  

lyrics   The words of a song 

choreography   A sequence pf steps and movements in a dance  

digital/electronic 
sounds 

 Audio that is recorded and then converted into a digital sound  

 turntables  A circular revolving plate supporting a record as it is played. 

By ear   If you play by ear or play a piece of music by ear, you play music by relying on your memory rather 
than by reading printed music. 

piano  A large keyboard musical instrument with a wooden case enclosing a soundboard and metal strings, 
which are struck by hammers when the keys are pressed. 

acoustic guitar  A guitar that does not require electrical amplification, having a hollow body that amplifies the string 
vibrations. 
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 Word   Definition  

Year 
Five 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

pulse  The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm  Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

 pitch  High and low sounds.  

dynamics   How loud or quiet the music is. 

tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between. 

structure  Every piece of music has a structure e.g an introduction, verse and chorus and endings  

 texture   Layers of sound. Layers of sound working together make music very interesting to listen to.  

notation   Visual record of musical sound – in notes. The link between sound and symbol.  

improvise  A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

compose  Write and compose own music.  

melody A group of notes of various pitches (how high or low a note sounds) which are played one after another. Together 
they make a tune in the same way that a group of words make a sentence. 

drums  A percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands 

piano  A large keyboard musical instrument with a wooden case enclosing a soundboard and metal strings, 
which are struck by hammers when the keys are pressed. 

bass   Lowest singing voice or beat  

structure  Every piece of music has a structure e.g an introduction, verse and chorus and endings  

synthesizer   A musical instrument that has a keyboard like a piano but can make the noise of any instrument.  

hook   a musical idea, often a short riff, passage, or phrase, that is used in popular music to make a song 
appealing and to "catch the ear of the listener" 

 riff  A short repeated phrase in popular music and jazz, typically used as an introduction or refrain in a 
song. 

 solo   A person singing alone  

unison   unison is two or more musical parts sounding the same pitch 

verse  A repeated section of a song that often contains new lyrics on each repetition  



chorus   A part of the song which is repeated after the verse   

rap A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

Funk  A mixture of jazz, rhythm and blues originating from black American communities in mis 1960s 

timbre   The character or quality of a musical sound or voice as distinct from its pitch and intensity. 

Rock  A form of popular music from rock and roll music from the mis and late 1960s. Often made up of 
electric bass, drums and one or more singers. 

bridge Typically used to pause and reflect on the earlier portions of the song or to prepare the listener for the 
climax. The term may also refer to the section between the verse and the chorus, though this is more 
commonly called the pre-chorus or link. 

backbeat A term used in American popular music to describe a continuous heavy accent on beats 2 and 4 in jazz 
and rock and roll music. 

 amplifier  An electronic device for increasing the amplitude of electrical signals 

appraising   Evaluating a piece of music  

Bossa Nova   A style of Brazilian music derived from samba but placing more emphasis on melody and less on 
percussion. 

Syncopation  A deviation from a regular expected rhythmic pattern. 

Swing   In swing rhythm, the pulse is divided unequally, such that certain subdivisions (typically either eighth 
note or sixteenth note subdivisions) alternate between long and short durations. 

tune  A melody, especially one which characterizes a certain piece of music. 

Note values and 
names  

 The name and what a note represents in a piece of music.   

Big Bands   A large group of musicians playing jazz or dance music. 

ballad   A ballad is a song that tells a story, and it can be dramatic, funny, or romantic. 

interlude   In many popular songs, an interlude is an instrumental passage that comes between sections of lyrics 
in a song. 

tag ending  An outro is usually the melody of the verse or chorus, fading out. If you do a distinct ending without 
fading, it is called a tag ending.  

 strings A string is the vibrating element that produces sound in string instruments such as the guitar, harp, 
piano (piano wire), and members of the violin family. 

 cover   In popular music, a cover is a version or remake of a previous recorded song.  

 Old School Hip Hop  Old-school hip hop (also spelled old skool) is the earliest commercially recorded hip hop music. It 
typically refers to music created around 1979 to 1983. Old-school hip hop is said to have ended around 
1983 with the emergence of Run-DMC, due to changes in both rapping technique and the 



accompanying music and rhythms. 

 scratching  Scratching, sometimes referred to as scrubbing, is a DJ and turntablist technique of moving a vinyl 
record back and forth on a turntable to produce percussive or rhythmic sounds. 

 Soul   A kind of music incorporating elements of rhythm and blues and gospel music. 

 groove  A pronounced, enjoyable rhythm 

 bass line  The lowest part or sequence of notes in a piece of music. 

 brass section   The brass section of the orchestra, concert band, and jazz ensemble consist of brass instruments, and 
is one of the main sections in all three ensembles. 

 harmony   The combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce a pleasing effect. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Word  Definition  

Year 
Six 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pulse  The regular heartbeat of the music; its steady beat. 

rhythm  Long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the pulse. 

 pitch  High and low sounds.  

tempo The speed of the music; fast or slow or in-between. 

dynamics   How loud or quiet the music is. 

timbre   The character or quality of a musical sound or voice as distinct from its pitch and intensity. 

texture In music, texture is how the tempo, melodic, and harmonic materials are combined in a composition, 
thus determining the overall quality of the sound in a piece. 

structure  Every piece of music has a structure e.g an introduction, verse and chorus and endings  

notation Visual record of musical sound – in notes. The link between sound and symbol. 

improvise  A creative ‘in the moment’ activity composition. 

compose  Write and compose own music.  

melody A group of notes of various pitches (how high or low a note sounds) which are played one after another. Together 
they make a tune in the same way that a group of words make a sentence. 

cover The guitar with six strings that has the lowest pitch. 



 

 

hook   a musical idea, often a short riff, passage, or phrase, that is used in popular music to make a song 
appealing and to "catch the ear of the listener" 

 riff  A short repeated phrase in popular music and jazz, typically used as an introduction or refrain in a 
song. 

 solo   A person singing alone  

unison   unison is two or more musical parts sounding the same pitch 

harmony   The combination of simultaneously sounded musical notes to produce a pleasing effect. 

By ear   If you play by ear or play a piece of music by ear, you play music by relying on your memory rather 
than by reading printed music. 

groove  A pronounced, enjoyable rhythm 

Jazz  Jazz is an original style of American Music. It is a unique blend of many styles of music including 
gospel music, brass bands, African music, blues, and Spanish music. Jazz bands can be unique in that 
they create rhythm from a wide variety of instruments.  

Style indicators   Significant parts of the music that show the period or type of music being played.  

dimensions   Identify the ways in which any sound can be described and the ways in which each dimension can be 
changed to create different musical effects. 

Neo Soul  Neo soul is a genre of popular music. The term was coined by music industry entrepreneur Kedar 
Massenburg during the late 1990s to market and describe a style of music that emerged from soul and 
contemporary R&B. 

producer  A record producer or music producer oversees and manages the sound recording and production of a 
band or performer's music, which may range from recording one song to recording a lengthy concept 
album. 

 Motown   A style of soul music with a distinct pop influence. During the 1960s, Motown achieved spectacular 
success. 

Blues  Melancholic music from black American origin became popular towards end of 19th century  

 
 

ostinato  A continually repeated musical phrase or rhythm. 

Gospel choir   A form of religious music that originated in the evangelical churches of black populations in the 
southern United States. Containing elements of jazz and blue. 

 
 
 
 
 





 

 

 

 

 


